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g /‘r Jinnojo Okubo, Hometown Pioneer, and Shikoku Shinmichi
/’"’ (Shikoku New Road)

/‘ Jinnojo Okubo was born in Saitakami-mura (currently Saita-cho, Mitoyo City) in 1849. He
/ became a village official in 1872. After that, he became an official in Minotoyota-gun (later
[ 'S Mitoyo-gun) and served on various committees. He became a prefectural assembly member
in 1888.

// ?F With a dream of developing Shikoku, he started the construction work of the Shikoku

f Shinmichi, the new road to connect the entire island of Shikoku in 1886. Though the
construction work faced many obstacles, including steep mountains or severe resistance
from local farmers, the Shikoku Shinmichi was completed in 1894. Later the road was
upgraded as a national road, and is used even today as the National Highway Route 32 (and
Route 319) as an artery road to support the economy and tourism in Shikoku. As for the road
at the Inohana Pass, the National Highway Route 32 Inohana Road Project is being planned

o VEDIR( DS EDEEINE] in order to ensure the safe and trouble-free movement of traffic and support the

O\FPNFLAE  ~ | 4a enhancement of regional alliances beyond prefectural borders.

X Jinnojo advocated the plan of transporting water from the Yoshino River to Sanuki through
a tunnel in the Asan Mountains (the present-day Kagawa Canal) and building a bridge
connecting the islands of Honshu and Shikoku (the present-day Seto Ohashi Bridge), which
tells us the greatness of his foresight and idea.
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"""" Shikoku Shinmichi
=== National Highway Route 32
"""" Inohana Road (under planning)
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Inohana Pass circa 1948 (Source: New edition of Saita Town
Chronicle)
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The former National Highway Route 32 before improvement (Source:
New edition of Saita Town Chronicle) (Near the JR Inohana Tunnel)
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Present National Highway Route 32 (Source: Kagawa Office of
River and National Highway)
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Kuwa Odori (Hoe Dance) to praise Jinnojo’s achievement (Source:
Kuwa Odori Preservation Association)

Statue of Jinnojo Okubo
(Kotohira Kinzanji Park)

This map is reproduced from Digital Map 25000 (map
image) published by the Geospatial Information Authority
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